
 

 

Volume 3, Issue 1 

April 2010 

VINES CREEK MARINA 

Vines Creek Marina is gearing 

up for its April 15th seasonal 

opening. The marina has slips 

and ramps available for rent 

and features a full service 

bait and tackle shop, 

including fuel. Also, check 

out the storage rates and 

r a m p f e e s  a t 

www.vinescreekmarina.com 

 

Army News  by Elaine Watts 

Jim Watts  is now stationed 

at Fort Richardson in 

Anchorage, Alaska, where on 

his rare days off, he has been 

taking advantage of the 

outdoors and pursuing his 

f a v o r i t e  s p o r t  o f 

snowboarding. 

Sun Marine Continues its Work at the Flight Facility on Wallops Island 

The HIF Project, Wallops Island, Virginia 

So, what is a HIF you might ask? It is a Horizon-

tal Integration Facility, clear as mud. Never-

theless, Sun Marine Maintenance, Inc. is proud 

to be driving over 500 piles, 80 of which are 

16ó square spliced piles, for this building and 

the ramps leading in and out of it.  NASA will 

utilize this space to assemble their rockets 

prior to launch. So when anyone asks us what 

we do, we tell them we help feed the astro-

nauts at the International Space Station just 

northwest of the moon.  

Phase II of the expansion of the Flight Facility 

is the MARS Taurus II Launch Complex, encom-

passing over 750 14ó square piles and utilizing 

260 plus Emeca/SPE piling joints. This complex 

will feature an elevated ramp, launch pad, 

ancillary buildings, and pipe and tank support 

pads.  The most outstanding feature may well 

be the elevated water tower, thought to pos-

sibly be the highest in the United States. 

Rockets launched from this facility will be 

mainly unmanned supply missions. 

Working on a small barrier island through the 

winter has been quite an experience.  Wind -

driven waves have crashed over the rock pile 

barrier, salt water and rainwater have 

flooded the site multiple times, heavy snow,  

high winds and frigid temperatures have all 

been a factor, but our Junttan rigs and ex-

perienced crews have kept us ahead of the 

pack. Kudos to our men for their endurance 

through some very tough conditions.  
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Above: Driving piles at Wallops Island in the snow. 

STAFFING NEWS 

¶ Beth Webb, formerly with 

Emeca/SPE, is now project 

coordinator for Sun Marine 

Maintenance, overseeing all 

pile driving projects  

¶ Sun Group of Businesses  

thanks Kati Niskanen and 

Antti Korhonen for their 

valuable contributions over 

the past two years. We wish 

them well in their new life 

back in their home country 

of Finland. They will be 

missed.  

¶ Emeca/SPE welcomes James 

Massey, an SPE service tech-

nician, as he cross trains on 

the robotic manufacturing 

cells at the Emeca factory in 

Laurel, DE. 

http://www.vinescreekmarina.com/


SPE and Emeca Host Demo Day in Chalmette, Louisiana 
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by the Sun Group of Businesses, Inc. 
 

Editor 
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The Sun Group of Businesses 
 

Mailing address for all the companies: 

35322 Bayard Road 

Frankford, DE 19945 USA 
 

Sun Marine Maintenance, INC 

Tel. +1.302.539.6756 

Fax.+1.302.539.6076 
 

Sun Piledriving Equipment, LLC 

Tel. +1.302.539.7187 

Fax.+1.302.539.4443 
 

Emeca/SPEUSA, LLC 

Tel. +1.302.875.0760 

Fax.+1.302.875.0761 
 

Vineõs Creek Marina, LP 

Tel. +1.302.732.6043 

Fax.+1.302.732.6053 
 

Deep Earth Technology, LLC 

Tel.+1.917.678.7299 

Fax.+1.302.539.4443 
 

We are happy to receive any  

article ideas and photos for our  

newsletter. Please send them to  

dedwards@deepearthpartners.com 

On February 24th, SPE and EMECA/SPE USA  

hosted  a demonstration that featured a 

Junttan PM  20 driving 100 foot long spliced 

concrecte piles, using Emeca/SPEõs 12ó 

concrete splice. Despite the unseasonably 

cold and rainy weather, we had a great,  

turnout of more than 40 enthusiastic 

contractors and engineers.   

The demo went off without a hitch. Each 100 

foot long pile was driven within 25 minutes, 

including the  time it took to install  

 

 (óCPEó), SPEõs partner in Western Canada, 

has rented one of SPEõs Junttan PM 23s to 

Surespan Construction for use in Surespanõs 

work on an LRT railroad tunnel in Manitoba. 

Check out SPEõs website for a list of rigs 

currently available for sale.  

 

PDCA Conference in Coeur DõAlene  

SPE, Deep Earth  and CPE will be exhibiting 

along with Emeca/SPE USA at the PDCA 

Annual Conference in Coeur DõAlene, Idaho 

from May 6-8th. Stop by and visit us in booth 

numbers 2 and 3.  

 

CPE Demo Day May 11th and 12th 

CPE is planning a demo day on May 11 and 

12th in Red Dear, Alberta. Mark your calendar 

for the date  and contact Dean Hall at 403 -

304-2000 more details.  

 

 

Sun Piledriving Equipment and Deep Earth Technology News  by David Edwards                

In early January, Deep Earth Technology 

rented a Junttan 9 -S (nine ton) hydarulic 

hammer and hydraulic power pack to MG 

Forge Construction, Inc. MG Forge is using the 

hammer to drive piles at the North Shore 

Marine Terminal project in Queens, NY.  

 

As the dedicated leasing division of the Sun 

Group of Businesess, Deep Earth has received 

a very enthusiastic reception from its 

customer base since its launch last October. 

Deep Earth carries a full line of Junttan rigs 

and hammers for rent. Contact David Edwards 

at 917-678-7299 to find out how we can help 

you make more money on your next job.  

 

Sun Piledriving Equipment has been busy as 

well. Canadian Pile Driving Equipment 

the splice.  

A special thanks to John Ryan, P.E., for 

organizing the event, to Bill Crossman and his 

crew at Atantic Metrocast for providing the 

concrete piles, to Cyril Okoye for lending his 

geo-technical expertise to the demo, and to 

Lee Wilcnyski, our local contact in New 

Orleans, who  facilitated all the ground 

logistics.  

Below: Tim Stubbs positioning the pile for splicing. 

Above: Zoom Boom preparing the  

pile for driving at  Wallops. 

Below: Pounding the locking pins 

into the splice. 

http://www.spe-usa.net/products_inventory.shtml
http://www.piledrivers.org/files/uploads/7E45ED04-DD0E-4D8F-98DD-83B71C2BEF14.pdf
http://www.canadianpiledrivingequipment.com
http://www.deepearthpartners.com
http://www.deepearthpartners.com/inventory.shtml

